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Executive Summary 

Peregrine falcons, the fastest and most widely distributed bird of prey, inspire awe in all who catch a 
glimpse of them. This raptor species is unique in Maine due to its small population, practical 
conservation measures, and management that fosters partnerships across urban and remote habitats. 
Even in the midst of increasing populations, peregrines remain vulnerable due to their modest numbers 
and sensitivity to nesting disturbance. Despite these challenges, partners in both urban and forested 
landscapes can work to ensure population stability.   

 

Whether nesting on a bridge, building, or cliff, peregrines are susceptible to disturbance during their 
breeding season. Knowing the presence and location of the nest is invaluable for guiding the timing and 
nature of activities in the vicinity. Adult peregrines defend their nests aggressively, posting a safety 
hazard to unsuspecting individuals and leaving the eggs or chicks vulnerable to overheating or chilling. 
Furthermore, fledglings near the point of flight can be at risk of falling if startled. The Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and WildlifeΩǎ (MDIFW) Raptor Biologist collaborates with partners to develop 
creative conservation strategies.  

 

Beyond efforts at nest sites, peregrine conservation initiatives continue to revolve around positively 
impacting the population throughout the state. This comprehensive approach includes the development 
of a state species conservation plan, broadening partnerships, tailoring messaging for various audiences, 
active participation in professional meetings, monitoring mortality and disease, contributing to regional 
banding efforts, integrating current and historic breeding season survey data into species databases, and 
conducting annual breeding surveys and reporting.  The populatioƴΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 
need for ongoing statewide monitoring and management. 

 

To fully appreciate current conservation effortsΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ the dramatic history of the 
peregrine falcon. In the 1960s peregrines nearly disappeared nationwide due to the pesticide DDT, but a 
subsequent ban on this contaminant, coupled with restoration initiatives, led to their resurgence. 
Peregrines were absent from Maine for over 30 years but successfully returned to nesting in 1988. As 
they expanded, monitoring all breeding sites became a logistical challenge. Between 2019 and 2021, an 
attempt was made to visit all known nest sites with recent peregrine activity (Call 2019b, 2020, 2021b). 
This created a thorough understanding of the status, accounted for variation that may occur between 
years, and contributed to the formation of valuable partnerships. Subsequently, visits have been limited 
to locations where knowledge of the breeding status informs on-site practices or as interest and 
available surveyors permit. 

 

In 2023, at the 34 sites that were visited 30 pairs were observed. Of those 30 pairs, 18 pairs attempted to 
nest. Three nest failures were confirmed, and the 17 successful nesting pairs hatched 37 chicks. All 
young were documented at 28 days or older and 11 were observed in flight. Of the 17 nesting pairs that 
produced chicks, six were cliff nesters, and of the 11 urban nesters, three were in quarries, six were on 
buildings, and two were on an old osprey nest built on top of transmission/light towers. Overall 
productivity (# fledglings/total # pairs, 1.23) was lower than in 20нн όмΦптύ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ Ωнм ς Ωмф όмΦннΣ 
1.32, 1.29 respectively).  
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Photo by Erynn Call 

Background 

The peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus; hereafter peregrine) almost vanished from the continental 
United States because of the widespread use of the pesticide DDT. The population in the Eastern U.S. 
was historically rare and thought to be completely gone by 1964 (Enderson et al. 1995). In 1970, the 
peregrine was declared a Federally Endangered species, and efforts were taken to save it, such as 
banning DDT and other harmful chemicals and breeding the birds in captivity. These efforts were 
successful, and in 1999, the peregrine falcon was removed from the Federal list of Endangered species 
because it met certain criteria, including having a healthy population size, good reproductive 
performance, and not having environmental contaminants in its eggs or thin eggshells (U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 1999). Despite the Federal delisting of peregrines, they remain on the Maine state 
Endangered Species list. Peregrine recovery in Maine and throughout the Northeast has been a success; 
however, they continue to benefit from focused monitoring and management due to their small 
population size and the limited number of successful breeding pairs. 
 
If you see a peregrine falcon in Maine, it is likely either a descendant of birds that were brought back as 
part of conservation efforts or a member of the Tundra subspecies. The American peregrine falcon 
subspecies used to be found in Maine but disappeared due to DDT. The reintroduced peregrines are a 
mix of birds from the captive breeding program and don't belong to specific subspecies or races. A total 
of 144 of these birds were released in Maine between 1984 and 1997 and they usually stayed in the 
state to breed and live. On the other hand, the Tundra subspecies doƴΩǘ breed in Maine but migrate 
through in the spring and fall. This subspecies was removed from the Federal list of endangered species 
and is not considered Endangered at the state level.  
 
The Maine Peregrine Falcon Program in collaboration with a diverse array of partners is working to help 
protect and conserve this spectacular bird of prey. The program facilitates conservation actions intended 
to directly influence statewide peregrine population levels and habitats. These actions include 
monitoring breeding success, banding, understanding, and addressing potential threats to the 
population (e.g., causes of mortality, contaminants, disease), long-range species planning, assessing, and 
resolving issues at nest sites, data management, and extensive collaboration and outreach. The goal is to 
attain stable populations in Maine and contribute to metapopulation stability throughout the Northeast.  
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Survey Methods 

A standardized survey protocol and a list of breeding sites were created in 2019 (Call 2019a, updated 
version 2021a). Anyone interested in conducting standardized surveys can email erynn.call@maine.gov. 
Typically, the breeding season spans between March 15th and August 15th. However, young birds can be 
seen at their nest sites well into the fall, and like their parents, they tend to remain non-migratory. Visits 
should generally document the presence (or lack thereof) of a single adult or pair, nest/incubation, the 
number and age of chicks, the number of young that survive to җ ну ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ at the 
flying stage. Incidental observations can be reported to Maine eBird any time of year.  

Nesting Season Summary 

{ǳǊǾŜȅ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

An attempt was made to monitor all sites with a recent history of peregrine residency for three 
consecutive years beginning in 2019 (Call 2019b, 2020, 2021b). Since then, sites have been visited if 
there is a potential management benefit in documenting the breeding status or if there were surveyors 
available and interested. Thus, the tally is not indicative of a statewide total. More time and number of 
visits to a site create more certainty in the accuracy of the breeding status designation.  

 

In 2023, at the 34 sites that were visited 30 pairs were observed. Of the 30 pairs observed, 18 pairs 
attempted to nest. Three nest failures were confirmed, and the 17 successful nesting pairs hatched 37 
chicks. All young were documented at 28 days or older and 11 were observed in flight. Of the 17 nesting 
pairs that produced chicks, six were cliff nesters, and of the 11 urban nesters, three were in quarries, six 
were on buildings, and two were on an old osprey nest built on top of transmission/light towers. Overall 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ όІ ŦƭŜŘƎƭƛƴƎǎκǘƻǘŀƭ І ǇŀƛǊǎΣ мΦноύ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ нлнн όмΦптύ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ Ωнм ς Ωмф όмΦннΣ 
1.32, 1.29 respectively). 

 

Table 1. Site-specific results of peregrine falcon monitoring in Maine, 2023. 

Site # Site Name Breeding Status 
# 

Chicks 

First 
Survey 
Date 

Last 
Survey 
Date 

Total 
Effort 
(min) 

# 
Surveys 

006 Mt Kineo Pair - nest 1 3/28 7/11 235 2 

012 Pine Mtn Pair - nest 2 4/11 6/25 286 5 

013 Buck's Ledge Pair - nest 2 3/30 7/11 656 4 

016 Bald Mtn Pair - no nest   4/7 7/27 660 3 

017 Mt Megunticook Pair - no nest   4/19 7/12 209 2 

020 Half Mile Pond None   4/15 4/15 30 1 

022 The Precipice Pair - nest 3 3/17 7/14 428 6 

024 Beech Cliff None   4/27 4/27 90 1 

025 Valley Cove Pair - nest 2 3/22 7/7 283 4 

030 Grafton Notch Pair - no nest   4/13 6/7 60 3 

mailto:erynn.call@maine.gov
https://ebird.org/me/home
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Table 1 continued. Site-specific results of peregrine falcon monitoring in Maine, 2023.  

Site # Site Name Breeding Status 
# 

Chicks 

First 
Survey 
Date 

Last 
Survey 
Date 

Total 
Effort 
(min) 

# 
Surveys 

035 
East Royce Mtn: Evans 
Notch 

Pair - nest 1 5/18 6/19 109 2 

043 Barren Mtn Pair - no nest   4/11 4/11 120 1 

044 Jordan Pond Pair - no nest   5/25 7/21 538 3 

045 Squaredock Mtn Pair - no nest   4/15 6/23 220 3 

046 Brimstone Mtn1 Pair - no nest   4/29 4/29 10 1 

049 Ironbound Island None   6/30 7/12 146 2 

051 Bath Iron Works Pair - nest 3 5/10 6/18 31 2 

052 Casco Bay Bridge Pair - no nest   3/14 5/10 5 5 

053 Piscataqua Riv Bridge I-952 Pair - nest - NH NA NA NA NA NA 

056 Pejepscot Quarry Pair - nest failure   4/11 7/18 327 4 

057A Franco Center Pair - nest failure   3/9 5/19 367 7 

058B Westbrook Quarry Pair - nest 3 5/23 6/26 189 3 

059A Granite Hill Quarry Pair - nest 1 4/28 6/8 85 4 

060 395 Bridge3 Pair - nest failure   3/17 7/12 15 5 

061 Old Town Mill Pair - nest 1 4/22 6/12 75 2 

062 Winslow Mill See 062B   4/13 6/2 70 3 

062B Hathaway4 Pair - nest 1 6/8 7/9 120 2 

063B Belfast Quarry Pair - nest 4 5/30 6/14 50 2 

065 Ram Isl Ledge Lighthouse Pair - no nest   6/10 6/14 315 2 

066B Saint Andres Pair - nest 4 3/10 6/23 1527 16 

067D Trans Tower Bucksport5 Pair - nest 1 5/30 6/28 191 4 

069 Dragon Fields Quarry None   4/21 4/21 65 1 

082 Fourth Debsconeag Lake Pair - no nest   5/7 8/1 160 4 

086 Sappi Mill Skowhegan Pair - nest 1 5/30 6/19 70 3 

130 Dragon Cement Products Pair - nest 4 5/30 5/30 15 1 

136 Madison Mill Pair - nest 3 4/11 7/18 250 5 

 
1On 8/5, 4.5 mi north of 046 Brimstone Mtn. over Mooselookmeguntic Lake, a suspected fledgling peregrine was 
observed flying with an unknown age peregrine. Note there are southeast-facing cliffs 1 mile to the south of the 
lake on Bemis Mountain that might be suitable nesting habitat, or these birds could have been from Brimstone.  
2Counted as part of the NH state total as the pair was just over the state line, 3 young. 
3Male band 64/BU, 3rd-yr return, subadult (with silver leg band), and adult female observed, 1 egg, did not hatch. 
4New nest site, pair with nest failure at nearby 062 Winslow Mill in 2022. 
5New nest site, pair with a nest at nearby 067C Trans Tower Prospect South in 2022. 
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Photo by Ed Rosenberg 

{ǳǊǾŜȅ 9ũƻǊǘ 

A total of 118 surveys were conducted, with 133 hours logged, and 34 sites visited between 3/9/23 and 
8/1/23. Some sites were not visited in 2023 but peregrines were documented at these locations in 
recent years (Table 2). It will be important to document activity at these locations as opportunities arise 
to do so.  
 
Table 2. Most recent monitoring results of sites that were not visited in 2023.  

Site # Site Name Breeding Status 
# 

Chicks 
Year Last 

Monitored 

001 Bigelow Mtn - Old Man's Head Single   2021 

002 C Bluff Mtn Pair - nest 2 2019 

007 Wassataquoik Mtn Pair - no nest   2021 

009 Horse Mtn Pair - no nest   2021 

018 Eagle Bluff Mountainy Pond Pair - nest 4 2021 

019 Fletcher Bluff Pair - no nest   2022 

027 Jordan's Delight Pair - nest 2 2022 

029 The Brothers* None   2022 

031 Tumbledown Mtn Single   2022 

038 Tumbledown Dick Mtn Peru Single   2021 

041 Rattlesnake Mtn Single   2019 

042 Ragged Jack Mtn Pair - no nest   2019 

055 Bear Mtn Waterford Pair - nest 1 2022 

064 Indian Stream Mtn Pair - nest 3 2021 

124 
Slidedown Mtn: West Branch 
of Sandy Stream 

Pair - nest 1 2021 

 

*A single 15-minute survey was incidentally conducted.  
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From left to right Logan Route (Biodiversity Research Institute [BRI]), Chris 

DeSorbo (BRI), Kendall Marden (MDIFW), and Lauren diBiccari (BRI). Photo by 

Erynn Call 

Photo by Acadia National Park  

Erynn Call (MDIFW). Photo by Center 

for Wildlife 

.ŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

When possible, adult or young peregrines are fitted with a United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) leg band etched with a unique nine-digit 
number and a bi-colored band with a unique series of colors, letters, and 
numbers. In the Northeast, peregrines are banded with the colors black 
over green (see photo on the right). Information from banded birds 
provides invaluable insights into survival, movements, and how long 
individuals may stay at a nest site as part of a breeding pair. Five hatch-
year birds were banded in 2023 (Table 3).  
 
 Table 3. Maine peregrine falcon banding summary, 2023.  
 

Date 
Banded 

Site/Town Status Age Sex 
Color 
Band 

Contact/Partner 

6/1 022 The Precipice Banded at nest HY F BP/651 Acadia National Park 

6/1 022 The Precipice Banded at nest HY F BP/66 Acadia National Park 

6/1 022 The Precipice Banded at nest HY M BP/12 Acadia National Park 

6/2 
059A Granite Hill 
Quarry/Hallowell 

Banded at nest HY F BP/77 
MDIFW, Biodiversity 
Research Institute 

8/9 066B St. Andres 
Treated and 

released2 
HY F BP/78 

MDIFW, Center for 
Wildlife 

 
1Fatally hit by a car in Pennsylvania on 7/31/23. 
2One of the four chicks that hatched at 066B St. Andres in Biddeford was recovered on 6/20 a few streets over 
from the nest, treated by the Center for Wildlife, banded, and released on 8/9 at adjacent site 066 MERC. 
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Photo by Justin Sweitzer, MDOT  

Maine hasƴΩǘ annually banded a significant number of peregrines since the species' reintroduction. 
Recently, only a handful were banded (2019: 0, 2020: 2, 2021: 5, and 2022: 10). This is limited compared 
to neighboring states. Between 35 to 55 chicks are consistently banded annually in each of the following 
states: MA, NJ, NY, PA, and VA. Considering this, it's remarkable how many observations of banded 
peregrine we document. It may indicate either banded peregrines are conspicuous or that the overall 
population, like the breeding population, is relatively small. 
  
Observations of banded peregrines in 2023 include: 

¶ пфκ¦Υ ! ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ лрт! CǊŀƴŎƻ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ [ŜǿƛǎǘƻƴΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
ōŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ лнр ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƻǾŜ ƛƴ !ŎŀŘƛŀ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ нлмуΦ  

¶ /κbΥ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ лрт. /ƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ aƛƭƭ ƛƴ [Ŝǿƛǎǘƻƴ ƻƴ 
рκнуκнм ǿŀǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ .ǊŀǧƭŜōƻǊƻΣ ±¢ ƻƴ рκноκноΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
.ǊŀǧƭŜōƻǊƻ ƻƴ млκмнκннΦ      

¶ спκ.¦Υ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǝǾŜ ȅŜŀǊ όŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǊŘύ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ лсл офр 
.ǊƛŘƎŜ .ǊŜǿŜǊκ.ŀƴƎƻǊΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōǊƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
±ŜǊƛȊƻƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ .ǊƻŎƪǘƻƴΣ a! ƛƴ нлмфΦ 

 
 
 

¶ .tκсрΥ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ лнн tǊŜŎƛǇƛŎŜ ƻƴ сκмκно ǿŀǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ ŀ 
ŎŀǊ ƛƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ƻƴ тκомκноΦ  

¶ /κ.Υ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƳŀƭŜ /κ.Σ ŀƎŜ мр ŀǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ лрс 
tŜƧŜǇǎŎƻǘ vǳŀǊǊȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ лрн /ŀǎŎƻ .ŀȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ  

¶ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ōŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŜƎǊƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƭŜƎ ōŀƴŘǎ 
ƻƴƭȅΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ 
ŀǘ мос aŀŘƛǎƻƴ aƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳōŀŘǳƭǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŀǘ лсл офр .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƻǊΦ  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=462921781123575

